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this inflammable material, and it was events at Milan that
provided the necessary spark.
In the disturbances at Milan in Conrad IPs reign, the Events at
archbishop Aribert and the capitanei had been opposed by ^^
the valvassores. The non-noble element (the popolani) had
been ignored by both parties. It, too, was composed of two
classes—the merchants (negotiatores) and the mass of the
populace, mainly artisans; the one had wealth, the other
numbers to make them formidable; and they had a common
grievance in being excluded from political rights, while the
commerce and industry on which both depended for their
livelihood were gravely handicapped by the violence and
tyranny of the feudal nobility. What they needed was a
leader. So, in 1042, when a capitaneus Lanzo espoused their
cause, they were actually able to expel the nobles. Peace
was restored in 1044, but the popolani had now become a
definite party which could no longer be ignored. The new
archbishop, Guido, appointed by Henry III in 1044, was a
valvassor and was meant to hold the scales between nobles
and people, but he lacked the personality of his predecessor
and proved quite unequal to the crisis.
In 1056, the year of Henry Ill's death, another and a The revolt of
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much more serious rising began, known as the revolt or the
Pataria, from the contemptuous nickname of " rag-pickers "
(Patarini) given by the nobles to their opponents. Again
the popolani were led by nobles, Landulf and Ariald? a
deacon; but on this occasion the attack was primarily
directed against the clergy, who provided an easy target,
since reform had made no progress in the Milanese Church.
The clergy were regularly married, and simony was a normal
practice ; there was, in fact, an accepted tariff of payments
for promotion to every grade in the ecclesiastical hierarchy.
The Patarini, therefore, were able to pose as champions of
reform, and appealed to the Pope for his assistance. A new
issue was thereby introduced, to add to the bitterness of the
opposing factions; for the Milanese Church, proud of its
tradition as the see of St. Ambrose, had always maintained
its autonomy and its-'difference from Rome in the matter of
ritual. The Papacyj was quick to seize the double oppor-
tunity of extending its authority and of enforcing reform.

